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US in Disaster - Analysis of FEMA Data 

Introduction & Methodology 
 
For a full account of methodology please see ‘Method’ sheet of each workbook. 
 

●​ The research looked at data on FEMA Disaster Declarations in the 50 states of the USA, 
for a 30-year period between 1995-2024.  

 
●​ For this research, two types of FEMA disaster categories were examined - Major 

Disasters and Emergency Declarations. 
a)​ FEMA has 4 categories of disaster declarations related to natural disasters: 

Major Disaster Declaration, Emergency Declaration, Fire Management 
Assistance Declaration and Fire Suppression Authorization.  

b)​ Major Disaster Declaration is the highest level of emergency, which 
authorises a wide range of federal assistance programs.1  

c)​ Emergency Declarations allow the federal government to supplement 
state/tribal government efforts at disaster recovery, with the total amount of 
assistance capped at 5 million USD.2 

d)​ Fire Management Authorizations operate differently to Major Disaster and 
Emergency Declarations3, and often relate to mitigating threats4 - therefore, they 
were excluded from this analysis. 

●​ The analysis looked only at weather-related disasters, filtering out other disaster 
categories (See Workbook 1, Method sheet for further details) 

 

Summary of Analysis  
 

Workbook 1) IIED_FEMA Disasters_Events and Cumulative Days 
 

1.​ Number of Declarations (Major Disaster & Emergency) 
 
Total Disasters  
 

4 https://www.fema.gov/assistance/public/fire-management-assistance  
3 https://www.fema.gov/disaster/how-declared  
2 https://www.fema.gov/disaster/how-declared  
1 https://www.fema.gov/disaster/how-declared  

https://www.fema.gov/assistance/public/fire-management-assistance
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/how-declared
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/how-declared
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/how-declared
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●​ In total in 2024 there were 108 declarations counting both Major Disasters and 
Emergencies, which amounts to one Disaster or Emergency declaration every 3 
days. By contrast, the 30-year average for both Major Disaster & Emergency 
Declarations is 67. 

 
 
Major Disasters  

●​ 2024 had one of the highest numbers of Major Disaster declarations related to weather 
and natural disasters from the past 30 years, with 90 declarations - close to double 
the 30-year average (1995-2024), which stands at 55 declarations per year. ​
This amounts to around one Major Disaster declaration every 4 days in 2024. 
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2.​ Cumulative days spent in disaster (Major Disaster & Emergency) 
 
Total Disasters  
 

●​ In 2024, a cumulative sum of 1251 days were spent in either Major Disaster or 
Emergency related to weather events.  

 
Major Disasters 
 

●​ A cumulative sum of 929 days were spent in Major Disaster in 2024. This means that the 
equivalent of 2.5 years in Major Disasters occurred in just this year.  

 
 

Workbook 2) IIED_FEMA Population data 
 
Total Disasters  
 

●​ In 2024, roughly 137 million people, or around 41% of the US population was living 
under a Major Disaster or Emergency Declaration at some point in the year. 

 
Major Disasters 
 

●​ In 2024, around 116 million people, or over one third of the population (34%) 
experienced a Major Disaster declaration in their county.  

 

Workbook 3) IIED_FEMA Major Disasters Calendar 
 
Major Disasters 

●​ Number of days in disaster (Major Disasters only) 
 

●​ In 2024, 267 out of 366 days had at least one active Major Disaster incident. 
This means that for almost three quarters (73%) of the year, there was an 
active disaster being dealt with somewhere in the country.  

 

Workbook 4) IIED_FEMA 2024 Major Disasters Heat Map Calendar 
 
Major Disasters 
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●​ In 2024, August was the most disaster-intensive month in terms of number of disasters 
active on a day, with an average of 5.35 active Major Disasters per day. August 18th 
recorded 10 Major Disasters active on a single day.  

●​ Hurricane Season (Jun-Nov) in 2024 had an average of 4 Major Disasters active per 
day. 
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