Get involved

The review team are in the process of
identifying key references - journal articles,
project reports, book chapters, conference
proceedings, dissertations etc. - that

can shed light on the effectiveness of
alternative livelihood projects. If you can
help by providing copies of documents or
pointers to key sources please do get in
touch.

What we are looking for

We are looking for key references that document
the results of an alternative livelihood intervention
(as we have defined it, see definitions) to reduce
a specific threat to an element of biodiversity and
have then made an assessment of the success
or failure of the intervention. The names of key
projects that may have made such assessments
would also be helpful.

Geographic scope

The review will look at alternative livelihood projects
globally, considering different ecosystems and
geographical regions. However, the main focus

will be on developing countries where biodiversity
conservation and poverty reduction are international
priorities. These regions have also been the main
target for alternative livelihood projects.

Get in touch

francesca.booker@iied.org
m.day@cifor.org

Photo credits:
Cover - Janne Hellsten

Inside - Olivier Girard, CIFOR

“Alternative
Livelihood Projects”
and Conservation

A systematic review for evidence
based policy

IIED, CIFOR and ZSL are collaborating on a systematic review to
understand the effectiveness of alternative livelihood interventions in
reducing threats to biodiversity.
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In brief

Considerable investment has been made in strategies designed

to provide alternative livelihoods for people living in and around
protected areas or other areas of biodiversity. The primary aim of
such interventions is to alleviate a threat to biodiversity, astrong
secondary outcome is to improve the well being of the targeted
communities. Examples of commonly used “alternative livelihood”
interventions include cane rat farming to reduce bush meat
hunting or seaweed farming to alleviate fishing pressure within

sensitive marine areas.

Why now? Project summary

The donor community has invested in The project goal is to provide an overview of the
alternative livelihood activities for decades as ~ State of the evidence base on the effectiveness
part of both poverty alleviation programmes and of alternative livelihood projects and |I_|gm|nate
tied development and conservation projects. For the strengths, weaknesses and prevailing

example, the Millennium Development Goals knowledge gaps.
and the Aichi Targets of the Strategic Plan for ¢, primary research question for the
Biodiversity 2011-2020 have set goals that systematic review is:

could be met by robust alternative livelihood . .
projects. Despite these investments, very litle ~ “Are alternative livelihood projects

is known about what has worked, what has effect{'ve at reducing local threats
not worked and why, as well as how we can to defm_ed elel!'lents of b_'Od'_V?fS'ty
develop more effective new programmes for and/or improving or maintaining the

both conservation and sustainable livelihoods. ~ conservation status of those elements?”

The evidence base on the effectiveness of
alternative livelihoods projects is scattered,
partial and found across multiple institutions
and geographies. Studies have used diverse,

and sometimes scientifically weak methods and ~ “Alternative livelihood” projects
metrics resulting in inconclusive evidence.

To answer this key question we will be using the
following definitions for alternative livelihood
interventions and effectiveness:

Are interventions that seek to alleviate a human
Motion 145 - TUCN Congress, Korea threat to biodiversity through providing or
encouraging the use of: an alternative resource;
an alternative occupation; or an alternative

method (lower impact) of exploitation.

This lack of evidence on the effectiveness of
alternative livelihood projects was underlined
at the IUCN World Conservation Congress in
2012, which passed motion 145 entitled: Effectiveness

“A critical review of the biodiversity benefits of  Raters to the ability to alleviate the threat
alternative livelihood projects” calling for “best
practise guidelines for alternative livelihood and/or well being; and ultimately leading to
projects to ensure sustainable be"nef/ts to improvements in the conservation status of the
species, ecosystems and people specified element of biodiversity under threat.

through changes in human attitude, behaviour
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