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Dei Ey village, in Mondulkiri Protected Forest,
opened the doors of a new eco-resort on S
ti

Thursday. The project, sponsored by the
conservation group WWEF, is the first of its
kind in Cambodia, promoting ecotourism as a
sustainable livelihood in fragile natural

habitats.
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ECO-TOURISM

IN MONDUL

BY SOY SOPHEA

ambodian government and
‘ NGO officials have launched

a forest-based tourism home-
stay program in Cambodia’s north-
ern Mondulkiri province to promote
wildlife ecotourism in the dry forests.
The aim is to co-finance the protected
area and help communities protect
their wildlife while developing sus-
tainable livelihoods.

The inauguration of the commu-
nity homestay within the Mondulkiri
Protected Forest was celebrated and
attended by approximately 100 peo-
ple from government agencies, local
communities, the private sector and
the WWF, according to a press state-
ment from the WWE.

In his speech at the inauguration
on November 19, Svay Sam Eang,
Deputy Governor of Mondulkiri
province, said that ecotourism helps
the community members to generate
additional income and hopefully re-
duce the community’s dependence on
forest-based livelihoods.

“The establishment of this com-
munity homestay project increases
the understanding of local communi-
ties about the importance of ecotour-
ism to their environment and liveli-
hoods and therefore promotes their
participation in natural resource pro-

tection,” he added.

In the long term, the future of
Cambodia’s protected areas depends
on their ability to be financially self-
sustaining. Funds are needed for the
management of the habitats of plant
and animal species, as well as for
ensuring the well-being of the com-
munities living around the protected
areas. In 2007, the Forestry Admin-
istration, provincial government and
WWF embarked on a strategy to de-
velop ecotourism projects to serve as
a financial mechanism to support on-
site management of protected areas
and provide incentives for landscape
level conservation.

Seng Teak, Country Director of
WWF Cambodia, said population
growth puts an increased pressure on
the natural resources in and around the
protected areas; these natural resources
support the livelihoods of local people
and are also vital in maintaining the
integrity of protected areas.

“The community-based ecotour-
ism is trusted as a strategy to provide
incentives for local communities to
support conservation, and therefore
help reduce pressure on natural re-
sources,” he said.

The community homestay is a
pilot project involving 13 commu-

nity members from Dei Ey of Chong
Phang village and serves as a start
to establish an ecotourism network
within the country’s eastern plains
dry forests landscape. This project
will provide accommodation, tradi-
tional food and a diversity of enter-
taining activities, including forest
and elephant trekking, animal obser-
vation from hides, mountain biking
and gaining insight into local culture
and traditions in nearby villages.

“While this is a WWF-supported
project, it is very important, for the
long-term aim, to promote communi-
ty ownership of the development and
management of ecotourism,” said
Craig Bruce, WWF's Eastern Plains
Landscape Project Manager.

The WWE ecotourism team is now
training the community ecotourism
group in tourism planning skills and
assisting them in developing a busi-
ness plan that respects the principle of
environmentally-friendly tourism.

The results of a provincial stake-
holder workshop and a feasibility study
on ecotourism in 2007 have led to the
selection of three target villages in and
around the Mondulkiri Protected For-
est, namely Koh Myil Leu, Krangteh
and Dei Ey area of Chong Phang for
developing ecotourism activities.

INITIATIVE LAUNCHED

KIRI PROVINCE

The WWF ecotourism project
in collaboration with the Cambodia
Community-Based Ecotourism Net-
work and the Royal University of
Phnom Penh provided the ecotourism
group with training in guiding, hospi-
tality, cooking and hygiene.

The Mondulkiri Protected Forest
has a high potential for wildlife eco-
tourism because of its natural beauty
and diversity in types of forest, such
as dry forest, bamboo, evergreen and
semi-evergreen forest, and for its
significant endangered wild animals
such as canteng, gaur, Eld’s deer,
wild elephant, wild water buffalo, Si-
amese crocodile, primates and a large
diversity of bird species.

The WWE’s Eastern Pains Land-
scape Project works with the Cambo-
dian government on protecting Cam-
bodia’s dry forests and the globally
significant wildlife it harbors. The
project focuses on two conservation
areas, Mondulkiri Protected Forest
and Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, covering a total area of approxi-
mately 6,000 square kilometers. The
project’s goal is to keep the last wil-
derness of Cambodia intact and con-
nected, helping people protect their
wildlife while sustaining their liveli-
hoods. (SEAW)
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